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by the surrender of the Yamen in the matter of Ch'ung
Hou and allowed itself to be persuaded into further
negotiations, and this the more readily because the
Governor of Eastern Siberia had solemnly declared
himself unable to cope with Tso Tsung-tang's forces,
in the event of war, without heavy reinforcements.

Remembering Gordon's views on the subject of
China's military forces and his world-wide prestige,
Li conceived, and confided to Sir Robert Hart for
discreet execution, the idea of asking that famous
knight-errant to hasten to Peking, there to advise the
Chinese Government in the matter of peace or war.
Gordon was particularly busy at that time, preparing
to tilt at certain windmills that had attracted his
attention in India and Zanzibar;   nevertheless, he
started off for China at a moment's notice and had
made up his mind how to deal  with the problem
before he arrived there.   Solvitur ambulando.   Before
his arrival at Shanghai, Peking and all the world
knew that he was going to advise the Chinese Govern-
ment to make peace at any price and that he con-
sidered Li Hung-chang's modern armaments to be
so much waste of money.    The Yamen had been
led by Li to suppose that Gordon would take com-
mand  of  the  Manchurian   armies   and with them
proceed to defeat Russia; they were therefore greatly
chagrined at hearing the nature of his opinions as
published in the Shanghai Press*    His advice was
promptly dispensed with, and a telegram (of which
he took no notice) was sent to him by Sir Robert Hart
requesting him not to come to Peking.    He came,
had breathless interviews with Li, Prince Kung, and
other Ministers, after which he returned straightway
to England.    The advice which he gave, though